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Thank you, science! How | got to RIKEN

hen [ decided to sign my
contract with the Thai-
land Ministry of Educa-

tion and the Ministry of Science
and Technology to study science
and technology, it seemed as if my
fate was to explore on the road of
adventure, following that well
known saying, You never know
what you signed up for!

[ am a student from Thailand
who came to RIKEN for the first
time two years ago for six months
as a visiting student. While I was
here, another door opened to me
allowing me study enter a PhD
program in Japan Recently, I
became a RIKEN international
program associate (IPA) under the
supervision of Prof. Mizuo Maeda
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Tom yum goong. Signature dish of Thai
cuisine.
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Pad Thai which looks like Japar;ese
yakisoba.

and the University of Tokyo. This
is a big chance for me to learn
more about science and technol-
ogy in Japan, an advanced country
in science and technology.

My doctoral student life in
Japan started last autumn. I spend
most of my time at RIKEN, since
my PhD program is a research

6 RIKENETIC DECEMBER 2018

based one that makes me
spend lots of time on research,
though [ go to university twice
a week for classes. At RIKEN,
people call me Sura-chan or
BEER (my nickname). [ am
living in the RIKEN interna-
tional house, which everybody
calls [-house. Personally, I find
I-house to be a super cool,
comfortable, and convenient
place. [ was able to just move
in with my suitcases because
the living amenities were all there
waiting for me, including furni-
ture, kitchen utensils, a private
kitchen, toilet, and shower room
(in both the single and family
type). I can reach my workplace in
five minutes on foot. Also, many
international people live in I-
house, making it easy to make lots
of new friends. Sometimes, my
friends and I organize parties in

|l the I-house lobby which is big

enough for five to ten people.

[ also like Japanese culture.
One thing that always impresses
me and makes me feel at home is
the seniority system. The Japanese
and Thais share the custom of
paying respect to our seniors. In
Japanese society, seniors, meaning
bosses, lecturers, and older class-
mates, care for their juniors,
meaning workers, students, or
younger friends, just as if they
were family members. People try
their best to help, support, and
solve other’s problems as if they
were their own. The kindness and
warm-hearted spirit are deep in
the heart of Japanese people, and
anybody, who comes to Japan can
easily feel this. [ am pretty sure
that nobody can help but notice
how kind and polite Japanese
people are.

My other impression about
Japan, which everyone [ know
shares, is how delicious Japanese
foods are! In Thailand, we also
have a variety of delicious foods,
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but they are quite different in taste
and flavor from Japanese ones. For
example, tom yum goong (sour
and spicy soup with shrimp) is one
of the signature dishes that
defines Thai cuisine. I think it is
like miso ramen in Japan since it is
a simple dish that is easy to eat
anytime. A second is pad Thai. It is
like Thai-style yakisoba, but the
taste and flavor are totally differ-
ent from Japanese yakisoba. How-
ever, both styles are good for me.
Another Thai recommendation is
gaeng keow wan gai or more
familiarly, green chicken curry,
which is a special Thai curry. It's
easy and delicious and it’s perfect
for a quick lunch or dinner. As you
might know, RIKEN’s main cafete-
ria at Wako sometimes serves
green curry (Thai style) for lunch
or dinner.

Last but not least, I would like
to thank every single thing that
brought me here to meet kind Jap-
anese people, explore new things,
learn new things about science
and technology, be part of the
RIKEN family, and spend time at a
golden moment in Japan. ™

2avAai@g (Khob Khun Ka)
Thank you

Surachada Chuaychob (BEER)
International Program Associate
Bioengineering Laboratory,
RIKEN Cluster for Pioneering
Research




